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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

It if.i a Ve!LIJ .6pe.c.ial ple.MWLe. to wel.c.ome. 
you to the. Wh.Lte. HoU.6e. Ga.nde.n.6 and have. you 
-0 ha.ne. wilh M the»t p!Le..6 e.M be.auty and pa.-0t 
hif.i to Jz. tJ • 

A.6 you walk along, you may e.xpeJU.e.nc.e. an 
aWLa 06 Llving hif.itofLIJ, a gJz.oWing, e.votving 
wilne..6.6 to the. many 6a.-0c.inating pe.!L.6onalitie..6 
and mome.MoU.6 e.ve.nt.6 whic.h have. move.d among 
thif.i .6 e.tting o 6 6-f .. oWe.Jz..6, .6 h!r.ub-0 and :t!te.e..6 • 

The. ga.nde.n.6, whic.h Jz.e.6le.c.t OWL AmeJU.c.an 
app1r.e.c.iation 06 natWLe., a.ne. a -0t!r.iking c.ompte.­
me.M to the. Re..6.lde.nc.e. o 6 PJz.e.J.Jide.nt.6 a-0 we.U 
a-0 a -0tate1.y m.lMoJz. o 6 oWL national heJtitag e.. 

May you e.njoy yoWL toWL and take. home. 
wilh you de.Llg ht6 ut me.mo!r.ie..6 o 6 yoWL vif.J,(;t 
among the. 6£.oweJU.ng be.auty o 6 thif.i .6 e.M on .ln 
the. Wh.Lte. HoU.6 e. Ga.nde.n.6. 



There is no other place in the United States where 
a short stroll in the open air provides such a sense 

of the continuity of American history as one can feel 
on the grounds of the White House. All our Presidents 
except George Washington have lived and worked on 
this knoll overlooking the Potomac. 

When John Adams moved into the newly built executive 
mansion in 1800 he described the grounds as a barren 
expanse strewn with building materials and rubble. 
Since then, nearly every President and First Lady have 
given personal attention to the gardens and used them 
in their own special way ; lasting reminders of their 
care are spread throughout the grounds. 

A stately American elm planted in the 1820's by John 
Quincy Adams is the oldest of some 25 commemorative 
trees placed by past Administrations. Thomas Jefferson 
first enclosed the grounds with a rustic fence and 
shaped the Mounds to help define the privacy of the 
Mansion. The magnolias next to the South Portico were 
replanted from Andrew Jackson's estate. During the 
Civil War, Abraham Lincoln looked out on troops 
bivouacked below his windows. 

Early in the 20th Century, the grounds took on a more 
stately appearance with the removal of several green­
houses and numerous cutting gardens which had sup­
plied flowers for state functions. New east and west 
wings were added to the White House and the grounds 
became a formal park rather than a botanical garden 
laced with meandering footpaths. Theodore Roosevelt 

was observed outdoors almost daily, engaged in sports 
and brisk walks with his family and Cabinet members. 
Woodrow Wilson planted the first Rose Garden along­
side the west wing, just outside the Presidential Office, 
and let sheep graze on the front lawn to dramatize the 
need for wartime woolens. 

The present sightlines and ceremonial character of the 
President's Park follow landscape plans developed in 
1935, when trees were removed to reopen the view 
toward the river. The grounds now lend themselves 
to varied kinds of official gatherings, Presidential arriv­
als and departures by helicopter, and welcoming cere­
monies for visiting heads of state. Easter-egg rolling 
on the south lawn is an Easter Week tradition dating 
from the Hayes Administration. 

The redesigned east garden was dedicated in 1965 to 
Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy. This intimate, friendly gar­
den is the one most often used by the First Lady in her 
official duties and for entertaining friends. The beds 
are planted with spring bulbs; annuals are changed 
with the season. In addition, small plots are devoted 
to a variety of herbs, which are cut and used regularly 
in the White House kitchen. 

The President uses the Rose Garden for small official 
ceremonies and receptions. In spring, flowering bulbs 
come up beneath blossoming crabapple trees; in sum­
mertime some 25 varieties of annuals and perennials 
bloom with the roses, followed in the fall by a colorful 
array of chrysanthemums. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

September 4, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR: NANCY HOWE 

FROM: MIKE FARRELL 

SUBJECT: Fall Garden Tour 

As we discussed, would you please check with Mrs. Ford 
to determine if she wishes to sponsor the Spring and Fall 
Garden Tours. In the past these have been scheduled for 
a Saturday and Sunday afternoon from 2 p. m. to 5 p. m. 
According to Mr. Irving Williams, Chief Horticulturist, 
the peak weekends for the gardens would likely be October 
19 and 20 or October 26 and 27. 

Each visitor receives a brochure which is a key to the 
grounds. An example, which needs to be updated, is at­
tached. These have been very popular 11speciaF1 tours 
and have drawn a rrfull houserr of 6, 000 or so each after­
noon. Various bands of the Armed Services play appro­
priate music from the South Portico during the tour. 

If she approves, we will submit suggestions later for her 
to review. It would be great, if her schedule permits, 
to have her informally greet some of the visitors during 
the tour. 

Thank you. 


